Gastric pyogenic granuloma: Report of two cases and review of the literature.
Pyogenic granuloma (PG) is a polypoid lobular capillary hemangioma rarely described in the stomach. We report two cases aged 72 and 66 years. A review of the literature on gastric PG, including the present cases, yielded ten patients. There were six males and four females. The age of the patients ranged from 35 to 82 years with a mean of 58.9 years. The lesions were all solitary, except one case of multiple lesions in the corpus and antrum. PG can be located in any part of the stomach. The most common site was the antrum. The mean maximum diameter of the lesions was 14.5mm (range 7-30mm). Most lesions were pedunculated. Pain or discomfort (epigastric, right upper quadrant or chest), upper gastrointestinal bleeding, and melena were the most common clinical symptoms. Iron deficiency anemia was the rule, often requiring blood transfusion. Five patients underwent snare polypectomy, four endoscopic mucosal resection, and one laser irradiation. The follow-up ranged from two weeks to two years. There were no recurrences. Pathologists should be familiar with this condition in order to avoid overdiagnosis as a malignant vascular tumor.